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Hong Kong’s 8 natural
wonders - you choose

Pg Chau [huve) an wg hu Kok An: in Sal Kung {I:rel] a two o the 20 natural nd_ers up for election as
Hong Kong's most spectacular, according to residents. Voting is open until November 14. Photo: SCMP Pictures

......................................................

Cheung Chi-fai

Hong Kong has one of the world's
most spectacular urban landscapes.
Though less well known, its rural
landscape boasts some world-class
natural architecture, too,

Now conservationists are asking
members of the public to vote for
their favourite features, ranging from
Lion Rock to the hexagonal volcanic
rock columns in Ninepins.

They can choose eight from 20
sites pre-selected by the Association
for Geoconservation.

The list is online at HKrocks. net
and www.afed.gov.hk

About half of the sites on the llSt
are among the geoparks proposed by
Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuenin his policy address,

The parks will cover more than
4,000 hectares, including land and
sea areas, and they are expected tobe
officially recognised in about two
years,

Gfficials have said Hong Kong

might have the world's largest cluster

ofhexagonal rock pillars. .
“These pre-selected wonders are

important and unique in Hong Kong

in terms of notjust their physical fea-
tures but also their cultural vahies,”
said Ng Sai-leung, convenor of the
association. ) ;

“We hape that through this elec-
tion, the public will wake up to the
l.II'I]:IOl‘tEil‘l(:E of protecting these pre-
cious natural heritages.”

Another member of the associa-
tion, Alan Chan Lun, encouraged the
public to find out more about these
“geo-wonders” on their own and

“feel their own way” about them

before they decide on which ones to
vote for.

He noted that some of the land-
scapes in Hong Kong had been dam-
aged by tourists and hikers; some vis-
itors had failed to respect eco-tour-
ism rules by taking away whatever
rocks theyliked.

The deadline forvoting is Novem-
ber 14, and the results will be
announced on December 7.

Atotal of 20 prizes await winners
wha select the greatest number of
“meo-wonders',
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