’AGHK \

ERRREOKANS

Association for Geoconservation, [lung K(m;

Dr. Jaroon

INAUGURAL PYO(IH ray Gray Dr. Kejian Xu Duangkrayom Mr. Alvin Ng

GEODIVERSITY

MUL SHO

THE INTERNATIONA

26 JAN 2022
19:30-21:50
Hone K

Inaugural Geodiversity Workshop -
celebrating the International Geodiversity Day

To celebrate UNESCO’s approval of the establishment of International Geodiversity Day
(IGD) on 6™ October, our Association (AGHK), with the support of IGD, organised the
Inaugural Geodiversity Workshop on 26" January from 19:30 to 22:00 to raise the
awareness of the critical linkages between geodiversity and all life forms. We were very
honoured to have Prof. Murray Gray from UK who is one of the drivers of IGD, Dr. Kejian
Xu from China, Dr. Jaroon Duangkrayom from Thailand and Mr. Alvin Ng from Hong
Kong to be our speakers. The online workshop received overwhelming responses with
about 120 participants coming from U.K., Serbia, Kenya, Egypt, Irag, India, Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines, China, Taiwan, Australia, Mexico, and Hong Kong.

Prof. Murray Gray started the workshop by explaining the meaning and importance of
Geodiversity as well as the initiatives leading to the establishment of IGD. Dr. Kejian Xu
then summarised the geological and geographical setting of China, reviewed the status of
geodiversity and geoparks in China. Dr. Jaroon Duangkrayom followed to detailedly
present the geodiversity of Khorat Geopark and its application for geoproducts, education
and geotourism. Finally Mr. Alvin Ng highlighted the geodiversity of Hong Kong
UNESCO Global Geopark which is impressively rich for such an urbanised and densely
populated small city of around 1,100 sq km land area.

The participants were very active in raising many meaningful questions which the speakers
answered as detailed as possible. Following the success of this workshop, we plan to
organise a series of workshops relating to geodiversity of other countries. Please stay tuned
for our news.
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Cindy Choi, Chairwoman of AGHK opened the workshop and Dr. Young Ng, our
Permanent Honourary Advisor was the MC.

Geodiversity

* Geodiversity (geoscientific diversity) is the variety of
non-living nature;

* ¢.5000 named minerals;

* hundreds of named rock types;

* millions of fossil species;

*+ 19,000 named soil types in USA;

* huge diversity of processes -
tectonic, volcanic, fluvial, coastal,
glacial, aeolian, hydrological,
weathering, etc.

* huge variation in topography and
physical landscape character
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Please browse www.rocks.org.hk for the PPT memo and enter
https://youtu.be/llkqulL wZSSE to listen to the replay.
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