R2G

Geotourism Workshop
(21-23/01/2011)

To enhance the international geotourism knowledge and interpretation skills of the
Recommended Geopark Guides (R2G), AGHK had organised the “R2G Geotourism
Workshop” from 21 - 23 Jan, 2011. It is sponsored by the Home Affairs Bureau and
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department. Five geotourism and geopark
specialists were invited as our honorary guests to share their in-depth knowledge and
experience.

Professor David Newsome, Chair, Western Australian Conservation Commission and
Committee and Member, IUCN World Protected Areas committee, a renowned
international geotourism professional and author of over 15 books about geotourism
and nature conservation, member of R2G Advisory Committee, expounded on
“How to be a good geopark guide”. The characteristics of a good tour guide include:
knowledge, enthusiasm, a willingness to learn, the ability to manage, supervise and
provide a safe environment. A good guide must also be able to communicate at all
levels and across all cultures. Above all, to be effective, a tour guide needs to show
passion.

Mr. Hou Rongfeng, Deputy Officer of Guangdong Shaoguan Danxiashan World
Natural Heritage Management Committee, explained the unique characteristics of
Danxiashan and various ways to appreciate the Danxia landforms.

Dr. Yeung Ka Ming, Senior Geopark Officer, Geopark Division, AFCD, narrated the
current progress of the nomination of Hong Kong Geopark as a Global Geopark and
how a R2G should be equipped and prepared for this global status.

Ms. Gu Lijuan, Head of Danxiashan World Natural Heritage and Global Geopark
Museum, shared her practical techniques and skills in geo guiding and the difficulties
encountered.


http://www.hab.gov.hk/

Mr. Young Ng, Chairman of Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong,
elaborated on “Spokesman of Rocks & Landforms: Geopark Guide”. He emphasized
the importance of interpretation is to enable the participants to enjoy the tour with
enlightenment, arouse their appreciation, cherish our rocks and landforms, with the
ultimate aim of conserving our geological heritage, popularizing earth sciences and
enabling sustainable development. The R2G must therefore possess the required
knowledge, attitudes, passion, ethics and skills to communicate effectively, precisely
and correctly in simple understandable terms and language to the participants.

The interpretation theories were put into practice during the two fieldtrips to Ung
Kong Islands region and the Double Haven region. The R2Gs and the professionals
shared their experience in demonstrating how to structure their interpretation; centre
on a theme and associated messages; be of relevance to the visitors; entail active
involvement and the engagement of first hand experiences; facilitate maximum use of
the senses and foster self discovered insights.

Participants of the workshop highly appreciated and enjoyed such interactive and
valuable learning experience, their knowledge and skills on interpretation were
greatly enhanced.
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