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A coilple eﬁjc;;ﬁ wallluk in fung PIng Chau, one of Hong Kong-"s most scenic eco-tourism locations. Photo: Dick Fung

Restrictions on access to
some geosites proposed

Cheung Chi-fai

Access may be restricted to some
sites in the planned new geopark
stretching across the eastern New
Territories.

For reasons of safety and protec-
tion of sensitive areas, the Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Conservation De-
partment says it may requtire visitors
to get permission before visiting
some of the geological features that
will be showcased in the park.

Access control will be part of the
management and conservation
measures set out in a'proposal to be
submitted to the mainland's Ministry
of Land and Resource in a move to
have the area designated a national
geopark.

“For public safety and for proper
protection of geological features that
are delicate or otherwise easily af-
fected, we need to consider access
control to sensitive geosites,” the de-
partment said.

One of the measures to be consid-
ered would be assigning a time slot
foreach visiting tour to minimise the
number of people at a particular site

One of the measures
to be considered
would be assigning a
time slot for each
visiting tour
YoungNgChun-yeong,
geopark taskforce member

al any one time, geopark taskforce
memberYoung Ng Chun-yeongsaid.

The department is working on an
“activity signal system” to display the
danger levels and feasibility of vari-
ous activities under different condi-
tions such as bad weather.

The sites that will form the park
stretch from the northeastern to
southeastern New Territories.

They include hexagonal volcanic
rock pillars in Sai Kung that are con-
sidered tobe one of the world's larg-
est clusters of such formations.

Similar features can also be seen

on remote north Ninepin [sland; to
which local tour operators are al-

ready organising visits despite the
lack of facilities.

The department issued a code
yesterday [or visiting geosites, includ-
ing a 12-point list of guidelines offer-
ing safety tips and advice.

Visitors are advised to pay-atten-
tion to weather and tidal information
in planninga trip, and remain alert to
potential hazards during their visit. A
clear route should be planned before
departure to let all members of the
tour know the itinerary.

They are also reminded to wear
appropriate hiking shoes, and bring
along weatherproof clothing and
first-aid kits.

They are also advised to avoid
slippery, unstable and heavily eroded
rock surfaces, and never go alone to
visit the sites.

Visitors are also warned that it is
an offence to dig up, damage or de-
face rock features.

Officials said that after months of
promoting the natural attractiveness
of the geosites, it was time to focus
more on safety issues, in expectation
of a rising number of visitors in the
summer holiday.
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