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Is Amah Rock worthy of being named a new

world wonder?

Updated on Apr 10, 2009

The Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong does not want any organisations or
government departments to officially sponsor Amah Rock in the New7Wonders campaign to find

"the seven new natural wonders of the world" ("Amah Rock's bid for world fame at risk", April 2).

Amah Rock is a long way from qualifying as a "world wonder" because in global terms it
is not unique. We agree that it is beautiful and it was voted the most beautiful rock in
Hong Kong in our 2007 Rocks Beauty Pageant. However, there are many similar, if not
better, rock features in Hong Kong and around the world.

Hong Kong will run the risk of fooling overseas visitors if we promote this potential "world
wonder" as one of our sightseeing attractions. If they make special arrangements to visit
Amah Rock, they will be extremely disappointed by its lack of uniqueness, rarity and
extensiveness.

The organiser of the New7Wonders is not associated with the United Nations cultural
agency Unesco. The results are not endorsed nor recognised by Unesco.

Many people may not realise this and think it is a Unesco initiative, like Unesco's World
Heritage List. This would cause confusion.

The voting system of the New7Wonders is unclear. There is a worldwide public vote and
an organising committee vote.

With the global public poll, one e-mail address has one vote, which would enable a
person with more than one e-mail address to have additional votes to get the desired
result.

In addition, the organising committee has not revealed precisely how the final decision


http://www.scmp.com/

will be reached before the final selections are made.

For these reasons, the association believes it is unwise for any government department
or organisation to use taxpayers' money to support the Amah Rock bid for the
New7Wonders.

To do so would undermine Hong Kong's good international reputation instead of helping
to promote our tourism industry and international status.

Cindy Choi, Convener: Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong

Copyright © 2009 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All right
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Amah Rock's bid for world fame at risk
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Amah Rock is still doing well in its quest to become one of the seven new natural
wonders of the world, but unless it gets an official sponsor soon it will have to drop out

of the race.

On its perch high above Sha Tin, the 15-metre stone pinnacle is in the top 77
natural formations - 11 from each of seven categories in the global internet poll
- from which a final shortlist will be chosen for judging.

It also ranks second in its own category of Caves, Rock Formations and
Valleys, behind Djavolja Varos or Devil's Town - an area of earth pinnacles in
Serbia - and ahead of the much better known Grand Canyon in the United
States and Uluru or Ayer's Rock in Australia.

But the organiser, the New7Wonders campaign, has warned that it risks being
dumped when the contest enters its next phase in July.

In a letter to Hong Kong Tourism Board chairman James Tien Pei-chun, the

non-profit foundation led by Swiss adventurer Bernard Weber wrote: "We must
notify you that a nominee can only advance to the next stage of the campaign if
it is being officially supported through an Official Supporting Committee (OSC).

"At the moment, Amah Rock does not have an OSC in place, and if nobody
comes forth from Hong Kong to support Amah Rock, it will ultimately be
suspended from the campaign - which is something | am sure you would like to
avoid." It added that as chairman, Mr Tien was eligible to form a support
committee and urged him to get the process started.

The Tourism Board said it had received the letter and was seeking further


http://www.scmp.com/

information.

Tia Viering, head of communication of the New7Wonders campaign, said from
her Basle, Switzerland office that the board would have to pay US$199 for the
administration fee in forming the support committee.

"We will then provide a comprehensive tool to help promote Amah Rock."

She noted that the Tourism Board was not the only group eligible to form the
support committee.

"It can be a government department or a non-government organisation that is
willing to take up the task," she added.

The group ran a similar contest to choose the seven man-made wonders of the
world. That drew nearly a billion voters. The Great Wall and the Colosseum in
Rome topped that poll.

Voting will continue until July 7, when the New7Wonders of Nature panel of
experts will choose 21 finalists to be put to a popular vote. The winners will be
declared in 2011.

Young Ng Chunyeong, chairman of the Association for Geoconservation noted
that while he admired Amah Rock, he could not see it as a natural wonder of
the world.

"In appreciating a rock, you have to judge if it is splendid, beautiful and elegant.
| really do not think Amah Rock is good enough. | think the hexagonal rock
columns in Sai Kung are a more worthy nominee," he said.

Amah Rock in Lion Rock Country Park is so named as it resembles a woman
carrying a baby on her back. Its Cantonese name is mong fu shek - "stone
watching for husband".

Copyright © 2009 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All right reserved
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Amah Rock vs Everest in vote for world's seven natural wonders
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Updated on Jah 08, 2009

hount Everest, the Great Barrier Reef, the Grand Canyon and the Yangtze River are obwvious
contenders for the sewven natural wonders of theworld .. but Amah Fock?

The distinctively shaped geographical feature overlooking Sha Tin isthe Hong Kong entry on a
shortlist of 260 contenders upon which internet users are being asked to wote in a global contest.
The nomination of Amah Rock has divided experts.

The shartlist was drawn up based onwvoting on 441 natural features the world's public nominated last
YEar.

The competition is being run by the Mew WWonders campaign, a non-profit foundation led by Swiss
adventurer Bernard YWeberwhich ran a similar contest to choose the seven man-macde wonders of
the world. That drew nearly a billion voters,

The Great Wall and the Colosseum in Bome topped that pall.

"Ae agre calling on people all over the world to actively shiow their appreciation for our ... natural

world," a campaign spokeswormnan said.



The 15-metre-high Amah Rock in Lion Rock Country Park is so named because it is said to resemble
a woman carrying a baby on her back. Its Cantonese name is mong fu shek - "stone watching for
husband".

The name derives from the legend of a fisherman's wife who climbed the hill every day carrying her
baby to watch for her husband, not knowing he had died at sea. The goddess of the sea was moved
and rewarded her by turning her into a rock so her spirit could unite with that of her husband.
"Everyone in Hong Kong knows the rock," Chinese University geography professor Ng Sai-leung
said. "When valuing a rock, it is not its shape that matters but also the story attached to it. The story of
Amah Rock is sad and beautiful."

Young Ng Chun-yeong, chairman of the Association for Geoconservation, had a different view.
“When judging a natural site, one should look into its rarity, aesthetic value and if it is spectacular
enough. Amah Rock is very ordinary."

The association carried out a ballot of 13,000 people last month. They chose Po Pin Chau, a striking
accordion-shaped island consisting of compressed volcanic ash, as Hong Kong's top "geo wonder™.
The Tourism Board said it was pleased to see Amah Rock as the city's nominee and urged Hong
Kong people to vote for it.

Voting will continue until July 7, when the New7VWonders of Nature panel of experts will choose 21
finalists to be put to a popular vote. The winners will be declared in 2011.

The spokeswoman said Amah Rock would need official support - from the government, for example -
to be named a finalist.

Show your support To register for the contest and cast your vote, go fo www. new7wonders.com
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