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Places worth more than a second glance
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UNKNOWN TO MANY, there's much
more to Hong Kong than shopping and
a dazzling skyline. The Geopark, opened
in November 2009, spans 50 square
kilometres, with eight geo areas scattered
in the Northeast New Territories
Sedimentary Rock Region and the Sai
Kung Volcanic Rock Region. Each has
distinct geological characteristics. Here
are our picks of three routes to explore
the Hong Kong Geopark.
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Discover Hong Kong's geclogical roots|at Geopark
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Located in northeast New Territories,
Double Haven is popular ameng trekking
enthusiasts for its beautiful scenery and crystal
clear water. Double Haven separates itself from
other geo areas with its indented shorelines,
headlands and bays, formed by flooding as a
result of a rise in sea level between 6,000 and
8,000 years ago.

One outstanding feature of Double Haven
is the red granite, which is believed to have
formed due to the oxidation of the minerals
in the sediments. The small islets all over the
area make an interesting sight, with six more
noticeable ones making up the Six Treasures of
Double Haven.

Rock type: Sandstone, siltstone and shale

Rock age: 100 to 400 millicn years

Access: 40-minute minibus ride (20C, weekdays at
Nam Shing Street) from Tai Po Market MTR plus
2-hour walk from Sam A Village to Yan Chau Tong
Marine Park; Bus 94 from Sai Kung City Centre to
Wong Shek Pier and a 30-minute boat rental ride.
Note: Choose either a boat tour or Crooked Island
Wong Fong Shan hill trek for great views.

@ Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong
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Located in the southern area of Sai Kung,
these uninhabited islands and rock islets boast
the world's largest hexagonal columns, with
a diameter double that of those in Northern
Ireland’s Giant's Causeway.

Like many geological features, the
hexagonal colurmnn is a result of rapidly cooling
lava from an eruption. The contraction forces
underneath the cooled surface causes cracks
to form and columns to protrude.

The best way to see these hexagonal
columns is to rent a boat and tour around the
area, as the rugged surface makes walking
difficult, not to mention there are no piers on
the islands. Among the three large islands that
compose the Ninepin Group — East Ninepin
Island, South Ninepin Island and North
Ninepin Island — North Ninepin Island, with
its intriguing features such as the Moon CIliff,
and Coffin Stone, is definitely worth a visit.
Also be sure to check out the Spiral Stairs;
layer after layer of spiralling stone steps on
the southwest of the island.

Rock type: Acidic rhyolitic volcanic rock

Rock age: 140 million years

Access: Minibus 1A at exit C2 from Choi Hung
MTR to Sai Kung City Centre, then hire a boat
for the 35-minute boat trip at the pier.

Note: Avoid the islands when easterly winds
exceed 3 Knots.
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: What is suitable gear for Geopark?

: Wear what you normally would for
trekking: comfortable hiking shoes, clothes and
a hat. Also bring a pair of gloves, first aid kit, rain
coat, and sufficient supply of food and water.

: What are some of the rules for visitors?

: Visitors mustn’t remove anything, must
refrain from digging, destroying or defacing the
granite, and avoid climbing for safety reasons.

 When is the best time to go to Geopark?

: [t's best to visit the Ung Kong Group and
Ninepin Group in summer. It's wise to check
tidal charts in advance for Lai Chi Wo, Sharp
Island and Ma Shi Chau.

@ : Travel individually or with a group?

Q : [t's always betier to visit these areas with a
group. An experienced guide can ensure safety
and make it a more educational trip.

@ : How do you pick a good tour?

: The HK Association for Geoconservation's
Recommended Geopark Guide system ensures
that guides are up to international standards.
There are currently 12 working at different
agencies. Pick a tour headed by these guides.
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While travel to seven of the eight geo
spots could be seasonal, Tung Ping Chau, the
easternmost island of Hong Kong, is easily
accessible in all kinds of weather.

This island is a favourite among tourists,
not least for its strange rock formations. It is
also a spot of great palaeontological value as
many well-preserved fossils have been found
in the sedimentary strata called the Ping Chau
Formation. Famous attractions include the
layers of shale that resemble a book case
lined with old tomes and Kang Lau Shek, two

7-metre tall rock pillars formed as a result of

water erosion.

If time permits, do visit Lan Kwo Shui,
an area on the southeast of the island that
is flooded when the tide is high. The shale
formation and perpendicular cliff at the back
are quite a spectacle, but be sure to avoid
walking in this area unless there’s an ebb tide.

Rock type: Siltstone, mudstone and chert

Rock age: 60 million years

Access: Bus 272K from University MTR to Ma
Liu Shui Ferry Pier, followed by a 1.5-hour ferrry
to Tung Ping Chau by ferry (weekend services
only)

Note: The small ponds in the rocks are habitats
for marine creatures such as balanus, sea urchins,
seaweed and sea slugs. @
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Spanning an area of 430 square kilometres, this
geopark in Wenzhou, Zhejiang, has peaks reaching
1,150 metres above sea level. Four voleanic
eruptions resulted in a great variety of voleanic
rocks. This geopark in China, with its spectacular
mountains and waterfalls, is a major site of study for
geologists and a broad spectrum of sciences.
www.yandangshan.net
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There are 24 geo areas north of Japan's Itoigawa-
Shizuoka Tectonic Line. The region is home to
voleanic rocks as old as 500 million years, Dotting
the serrated shoreline are geologically notable
coves, arches and pillars.
www.city.itoigawa.niigata,jp/ geopark/1GP-1/
aboutIGP.html
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Located in Torbay, southwest England, Riviera
is one of the eight geoparks in the country. This
103-square kilometre area is home to igneous
and breccia rocks, sedimentary sandstones and
geological features formed between the Permian
and Devonian periods.
www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk
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At a total 30,000 square kilometres covering two
states and nine shires, Australia’s Kanawinka is
currently the world's largest geopark and world's
third largest volcanic zone with 374 sites.
www.kanawinkageopark.org.au

@ Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department




