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New licensing
rules needed

Fam very happy with the launch
of the citizenmap.semp.com
website,

Itcould prove 1o be a great
way to keep development under
control, and a great help o law
enlorcers,

Enlisting citizens to keep their

A concern group protests over
columbariums. Photo: Felix Wong

eves open is a normal thing to do.
Even the police ask citizens to be
vigilant and to report anything
they thinkis suspect.

One of the developments |
spotted was the Ma ShiChau
columbarium,

Once, hiking around the area, 1
noticed that the area had been
cleared of vegetaton.

Atthe time, [assumed it was
authorised, butitwas not.

Itis not easy to find out
whether such activities are
authorised or legal,

As thisKind of work normally
requires a licence, especially in
country park areas, | would
suggest a small change to
licensing regulations.

The developer of i site must
post the letter from the
government granting it
permission to do the work on the
site, so that passers-by are
assured that itis authorised.

The absence of such a licence
wauld act as red flag, making it
eqsier 10 recognise work that has
not been givena licence andis
illegal.

Also, itmay be necessary to
improve stafling levels at the
relevant departments so that
reports of unauthorised work
passed on by citizens can be
reported in atimely manner.

The government has a surplus,
so money should not e a
problem.

Our country parks are
certainly worthithe expenditure,
Wouter van Marle, Tal Po
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