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Press Release

Concern groups invite public to appreciate the Country Parks on 13 December

Today concern groups announced the first Annual Country Parks Appreciation Day to take
place on 13 December. The theme for 2015 is “#SaveOurCountryParks — Be Counted”.

The Save Our Country Parks Alliance has declared the second Sunday of December a day to
appreciate theCountry Parks in opposition to the voices who propose the use of country
parks for development.

The public is urged to visit any country park on 13 December 2015, and to post a selfie
photograph or video on www.facebook.com/saveourcountryparksor their own social media
(Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram and WeChat) with tag #SaveOurCountryParks.

During the day, volunteers from the concern groups will count visitors at entrances to
several country parks and help them to take and post selfies. They welcome more
organizations and volunteers to join.

Speakers at the launch event includedLam Chiu-ying, Prof. Ng Sai-leung, Chan Kim-ching,
Paul Zimmerman, Sharon Kwok Sau-wan, and others.

They explained that they are deeply troubled by the orchestrated chorus of voices calling
for developmentsin country parks in recent months. They hope that this event can prove a
great opportunity for everyone to show they care for their country parks.

“Hong Kong has a precious asset bestowed on it by history - once lost it can never be
retrieved,” said Prof. Lam Chiu-ying, the former director of the observatory and currently
adjunct professor of the Geography and Resource Management Department of CUHK.

Chan Kim-ching, member of Liber Research Community, explained that the growth of
housing units is more than the growth of the number of households in recent two decades.
It proves that the housing problem is not just a land supply issue.

Prof. Ng, associate professor of the Geography and Resource Management Department of
CUHK, explained that priority should be to develop and utilize brownfield sites, golf courses,
land reserved for small houses and military sites instead of country parks.

The groups reminded the government to publish the 400 recommendations made in 2014
by expert advisors to the “Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) Steering
Committee”, and to commit itself to protecting Hong Kong’s remaining biodiversity.

The groups also called on the Chief Executive to stay true to his Election Manifesto in which
he explained that “Hong Kong is not short of land; what we lack is a holistic and long-term
approach towards planning” and that “Excluding the urban area and country parks, large
areas remain undeveloped.” Leung Chun-ying promised in his Manifesto that “We will protect
our country parks and bodies of land and water with ecological value, and formulate long-
term plans for other areas of land available for development.”

More information


http://www.facebook.com/saveourcountryparks

Miffy Ng at miffy@designinghongkong.com or 3104 2765/ 6433 1848.

“Save Our Country Parks Alliance” Members and Partners include green, hiking and
other concern groups who seek to safeguard Hong Kong’s Country Parks:

Members:

Ark Eden, Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong, Clear the Air, Designing Hong Kong,
Eco-Sys Action, Environmental Life Science Society, SS, HKUSU,Friends of Hoi Ha, Friends of
Sai Kung, Friends of Tai Long Wan, Friends of the Earth (Hong Kong), Green Community,
Green Lantau Association, Green Power, Green Sense, Greeners Action,

Greenpeace, HKWildlife.net, Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, Hong Kong Cycling Alliance,
Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society, Hong Kong Outdoors, Lantau Buffalo Association,
Living Islands Movement, Living Lamma, Living Seas Hong Kong, Sai Kung Tai Long Wan
Concern Group, Society of Hong Kong Nature Explorers, The Conservancy Association,
WWEF-Hong Kong.

Partners:
Hong Kong Hiking Meet Up, Save Lantau Alliance, Trail Watch.
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